Old Challoner’s3- 2 Clapham Old Xaverians

Sharman, Weisz (Bollax), Bevins, Dixon, Phil, Croucher, Lowes, Allen, Fallon, Baker, Fuzz.

Referee: Daley Thompson


On an autumnal afternoon at Hervines Park the increasingly Old Challoner’s were looking to finally record their first league victory of the season against their visitors from south of the river.

Mass defensive withdrawals and injuries had left ace tactician Roberto El Weiszo with no other option that to call on the much maligned Richard Bevins (from here on referred to as Bevins) as an emergency centre back. The defensive reshuffle also meant that Phil Bevins (from here on referred to Phil) was asked to “do a job” at left back, enabling him to hurl the long throw down the line when required, a weapon any team would be happy to have in their armoury.
After a MOM performance the week before Dixon entitled himself to an arrival 5 minutes prior to kick off a rather worrying development given the defensive problems. In fact this was something which lead many to question whether the turd that Fallon was scooping off the beautifully manicured playing surface was actually Weisz’s and not that of a canine.
Daley Thompson managed to stop talking long enough to blow the whistle to get the game underway and the early exchanges were some what agricultural. Essentially both teams appeared to playing to win throw in parallel with the opposition penalty area in order that they could send up the heavy artillery and have a mass bundle from a long throw. Some desperate defending (even Fallon headed the ball clear o one occasion) and some general fouling meant that no team could gain the upper hand.

This all changed after 20 minutes when the ball was worked out to Phil who launched the long diagonal to Baker who took a ride on the back of the Clapham and managed to knock it down to Fuzz to smash the ball past the despairing keeper. Referee Thompson’s decision to allow the goal lead to abuse from the Clapham ranks that he’d not witnessed since he failed to defend his World Decathlon title in 1987, but luckily he had been hardened by this experience and the goal stood.

Soon after the lead was doubled. A long ball forward was destined for the head of the Clapham centre back until Fuzz (remembering the words of Wesley Snipes) leapt prodigiously and flicked the ball to the on rushing Croucher who drilled it home off the near post.

The second half commenced with Challoners going close through a long range Baker effort and things looked to be tickety boo for the home team until a five minute spell turned the game on its head.

The referee missed a blatant shove in the back of Fuzz and the long clearance sailed over the top of the Challoner’s defence to the Clapham forward who looked suspiciously close to offside. He managed to get the ball under control and despite the manful efforts of the scurrying Bevins and the rest of the defence, he managed to put the ball home (sorry I missed a lot of this goal as I was moaning at the ref). 

Then from a long throw and another bundle in the area the ball rolled to the big Clapham forward to hammer home. All of a sudden the 2 goal lead had disappeared, the luck seemed to have turned and the “Weisz out” contingent in the club were beginning to clear their throats. Soon after the equaliser Bevins decided to have a domestic with Fallon and shouted something to the effect of “Two banks of four” to which Fallon responded “F Off”. 
Showing commendable spirit and determination the red and black army mustered themselves a final onslaught on the visitor’s goal. Croucher curled in a delicious cross and the spring heeled Fuzz rose to meet it. He powered a perfectly executed header just where the keeper could not reach it – bottom middle. 3 -2.  This prompted wild scenes especially from the Clapham forward who stripped down to his vest and threatened to leave the field of play. 
The final whistle went soon after much to the relief of Challoner’s who had showed great character to battle back from the disappointment of letting a two goal lead slip.

A deserved victory in a hard fought game and now gives Weisz’s men something to build on after 3 league games without defeat. Special thanks to Richard Bevin’s for gracing the Hervines pitch again and standing in at centre back. Special mention to Phil Bevins for his role at left back and to Matt Allen for driving forward in the late stages in order to secure all 3 points. In fact good stuff everyone.

Fallon MOM – Fallon. Good poop scooping.

MOM – Fuzz. 2 important goals. 
