AFA Senior Cup
Old Challoners 3 : East Barnet Old Grammarians 4
Jimbo 2
Allen
OCFC Line up: J Williams, M Walsh, R McDavitt (J Beill 60), J Dixon, R Weisz, J Beauchamps, M Allen, C Powell, P Daw, Fuzz, J Baker.

Challoners went into this game on the back of a recent spell of good form, however the untimely exit of a third of the squad to celebrate the coming of age of Marylyn Monroe meant that Rob ‘the tinkerman’ Weisz was left with a challenge in getting a full 11 out. 

Matters weren’t helped on the day when the snagging of the M25 left the majority of the traveling party nose to tail in traffic and the skipper facing the serious possibility of taking to the pitch with a five-a-side team. Some frantic cross country driving and an agreement to put back the kick off meant that trouble was avoided though, and Challoners took to the pitch with a team that had every chance of taking the proverbial three points. 

The whistle blew and a bright start from the away team seemed to confirm this, with Challoners getting the ball down early and knocking it around with some confidence. Despite the strong start though there was no real cutting edge to the Challoners play and East Barnet Grammarians soon began to take control of the reins. What followed can only described as a shambles, and rumor has it that Alan Hansen is still in the midst of his post match ripping to shreds of the defending display. 

Firstly a Grammarians midfielder was allowed to jink in from the right and proceed into the penalty area without a tackle before calmly slotting home, 1-0. As the shouts of ‘come on boys we didn’t deserve that’ rang round, the same player was allowed to put in a cross moments later that was controlled and then volleyed home, 2-0. The goal scorer was obviously content with his contribution for the day and turned his attentions to trying to pick up an assault charge, swinging elbow after elbow each time the ball was in the air. First Matty Allen and then Weisz were accounted for while the ref watched on.

Meanwhile a dodgy free kick was awarded and duly dispatched to make it 3-0, and then, to round off a disastrous period of play a deep cross was headed home by the Grammarians striker to make it 4 and leave everyone wondering what had just happened. The halftime whistle blew and while Challoners had well and truly hit the self destruct button, the general consensus (including the home support) was that the score line did not reflect the balance of play. 
Challoners took to the field after the break knowing that they had left themselves an Everest to climb. The second half started much as the first with Challoners starting the brighter of the two teams and dictating the play, with the central pairing of Matty Allen and Powelly taking control of the midfield battle. This time Grammarians were not allowed back into the game and the pressure was maintained. Despite this the possession counted for little as the clock continued to countdown with the score stuck at 4-0. 

In a moment of genius/desperation* (*answers on a postcard please) ‘El Capitain’ Weisz decided to follow the inspiration of the powerhouse that is Lilian Thuram and move himself to centre half, bringing on Jon Beill at right back. The impact was almost instantaneous with Jon swinging in a beautiful cross that was duly dispatched by officially the best player in the club, Jim Baker. 

Moments later another pearl of a cross from Jon was met by the salmon like leap of Matty Allen on the edge of the penalty area, his looping header left the keeper flapping like a fish out of water as the ball sailed into the net. 

Challoners were on the war path, and Grammarians were bricking it. Attempt after attempt was made to breach the Grammarians defense and clearly rattled, a Grammarians defender put in a clumsy challenge that led to a free kick on the edge of the box. 

Up stepped the king of the Opta stats and a beautifully placed free kick added a second to Baker’s tally. With minutes to go Challoners tried to pile on the pressure. However this left gaps at the back and only a couple of superb blocks from Jamie Williams prevented the game being written off. 


All efforts were ultimately in vain however as the referee (who was now regretting his decision to delay kick off - with the prospect of playing any extra time in the dark) blew his whistle to end the game. All in all it was a spirited fight back from a weakened Challoners team, but too much had been left to do. We are certainly capable of scoring goals but need to cut out the mistakes at the back if we are to avoid a goals against tally that leaves Derby reserves looking good. 
Fallon MOM – Fallon, rumor has it the photographic evidence he picked up over the weekend has left Dave Croucher in ‘all sorts’. 

MOM – Matty Allen. Controlled the play in the middle of the park, took the elbow to his face like Ricky ‘the Hitman’ Hatton, and dispatched a great header. 

