Old Challoners 3 (2) vs 1 (0) Old Ignations
Walsh (pen), Rogers, Dixon

Hervines -Saturday 17th November 07 - LOB Cup

Line-Up - Williams, Weisz (Capt), Walsh, Dixon, Rogers, Powell, Allen, Beauchamp, Bevins P, Baker, Browne

Bench - Croucher, Fallon

Lashing balls around in the Warm-Up - Gardner

After last weeks Under 8s style performance Weisz unceremoniously chopped Daw from the line-up, seeing something in the four goals conceded in the 1st half and even three assists from Beale weren’t enough to dislodge the gaffer from right-back.

No matter, the LOB always brings the best out of Old Challoners (except last year when we lost 3-0 in the first round….) and confidence was high in what some had labelled the tie of the round.

An inspiring team-talk and Challoners were up and at Ignations with Beauchamp firing wide after good work from Browne. Then disaster, Baker, so often the linchpin in cup ties pulled up with a strained groin and gave Weisz the old “no more gaffer.” Weisz looked to the sideline and was momentarily blinded by the light reflecting of Croucher’s forehead, it must have been a sign and the replacement was made. Croucher showing no signs of the tiredness that brought an early end to the Saturday night of his stag do immediately muscled into the Ignations back-four. Ten minutes later and Challoners took the lead, whipped ball in from Bevins P, push in the back – penalty. With Gardener off on an 8 mile run, it was left to Walsh to slam dunk the penalty home – worst player in the club? Don’t you believe it…1-0.

Ignations had no answer to Challoners physicality and after another set-piece bounced of Powellies head into Fuzz’s path 2-0 “that’s a goal man.” However, after consulting with each of the Ignations back four the referee disallowed the goal for off-side “no way man.”
Not to be denied, OC’s cranked up the pressure, Bevins P curled in another corner and Rodgers, perhaps trying to find a way to get his usual mid-season concussion, headed the ball home.2 Up at half-time and OC’s were cruising, 30 seconds into the 2nd half Williams pulls off a great save to deny the left winger. Big games call for big hearts and Mallen, Bevins and Croucher were winning hearts and minds all over the pitch. 15 minutes into the second half a reprieve for OC’s , Beauchamp stuck a leg out the big centre forward stayed on his feet and the ref waived play on – a mêlée later and OC’s cleared. Great teams score from all over the pitch…..OC’s score from set-pieces and launches into the box – Jon Dixon leapt to notch and it was Goodnight Vienna. In the last ten minutes, Ignations got a consolation goal after a rib crunching challenge on Williams There was a late sending off for a two footed challenge on Browne, the ref may not be on the Christmas card list at Ignations.

Fallon MOM – Fallon – 60 minutes abusing Walshy from the sideline deserves the MOM

OC’s: MOM – Croucher – With Lowes already destined for a season in the 3s..is Baker next
