Old Challoners 2 : Old Tiffinians 1
Croucher
Jimbo
OCFC Line up: J Williams, M Walsh, P Rogers, J Dixon, R Weisz, D Croucher, M Allen (J Beauchamps 75), C Powell (P Bevins 65), B Fallon, Fuzz, J Baker.

A cold, clear day at the Theatre of Trees and it was back to the bread and butter of the league.  Now the stag season was well and truly out of the way, this was a good opportunity to get some points on the board before the ski season. 

There seemed to be a general air of confidence before kick off - possibly arising from Baker (B&B specialist, best player in the club, free kick specialist, OBE) recovering from injury and Croucher rather complacently avoiding the rollie leg warm up.  However, the gaffer was quick to identify and stamp out any possible leth-arrr-ggggy in his pre-match words of wisdom. 
As a result, Challoners tore out of the traps and were first to almost every 50/50, with Mallen and Powellie at their terrier-like best.  Challoners were creating a number of opportunities and it seemed it would only be a matter of time before a goal would come.  And it was.
A long throw from Fallon was met with the training ground “double dummy” from Rogers and then Baker before the penalty box predator that is Dave Croucher poked home for 1-0.  Croucher later revealed how the space for the goal was created with a deep sigh and a feign of disinterest, lulling the defender into a false sense of security.  You can’t coach that.
With Challoners recently gaining a reputation as set piece specialists, Fallon showed his mastery of the dead-ball by taking a corner with both feet.  Goal kick promptly awarded, and a little bit more work needed before this becomes part of the artillery…
Chances kept coming, but some good last ditch defending and excellent saves from the Tiffinian’s seemingly football-magnetic keeper kept the score down.  

The second half brought more of the same and OC’s much maligned defence were showing the benefit of an unchanged line-up and there was little to trouble Williams in goal.  
However, OCs took a leaf out of England’s book earlier in the week and threw in a soft goal to keep things interesting.  A free kick from Tiffinians was flicked on at the front post before looping up invitingly off a defender to find the unmarked Tiffinian’s striker at the back post to nudge the ball into the back of the goal.  

Unperturbed, Challoners responded positively and almost instantly with Baker cooling slotting home at the other end for 2-1.

The game then continued relatively uneventfully until the final whistle.  Other than Phil Bevins receiving what must be one of the most justified bollockings of his career.  The offence – receiving a short corner.  I think it was clear to all that Weisz and Croucher were right to give both barrels to Phil (rather than Fuzz who took the corner).  Hopefully lesson learned.
Overall, a good three points in the bag, which now leaves OCs sitting respectably in mid table – only 3 points off the top.

Fallon MOM – Fallon, fortunately no other contenders this week as the corner kick could have made the decision difficult
MOM – Baker, another sterling performance leading the line and notching the winning goal
