Challoners Vs Old Salvos

Squad - Jamie, Fozzie, RC, Dicko, Walshy, Fitchy, Phil Bevs, Matt Allen, Fallon, Fuzz, Bakes. Subs - Croucher, Chris Thomas
 

On a warm, sunny April evening, the 1's stepped out onto Hervines with a semi-patched up team due to mid-week availability. This was a must win game with Salvos at the top of the league and 6 points ahead before kick-off, but OC's with enough games in hand to catch them, should we take all 3 points.
 

The importance of the match was apparent from the start, with both teams conscious that any mistake could be extra costly, the opening exchanges were fairly cagey and played mostly in the middle of the park, with both defences looking in control. The first decent chance came to Salvos about mid-way thru the 1st half when their right winger managed to get to the by-line and pull back an excellent pass to an unmarked striker 5 yards out.......fortunately he only managed to scoop the ball over the bar, but the warning sign was there to be heeded.
 

OC's responded well, creating various half-chances. Bakes was winning all the long balls in the air, and Phil Bevins and Fitchy managed to get some testing balls into the box, but Salvos defense was solid and their keeper was yet to be tested. Then a break-through.....Walshy played a defence-splitting pass from an advanced left-back position for Fuzz to latch onto and calmly slot a low shot past the on-rushing keeper. 1-0 to Challoners, but Salvos looked a decent team, and with over an hour left to play, we couldn't afford to be complacent or rest on our laurels.
 

Both teams continued to create half-openings but the defences held firm - RC & Dicko were looking super-solid at the back, reading the game superbly and snuffing out most attacks before they got into our box. But when Salvos did get close to our goal, Jamie was collecting the balls with relative ease.
 

We went in at half-time at 1-0 with a tough second half in prospect. And it carried on very much in the vein of the first. Both teams were tentively pushing forward in attack, being careful not to commit too many players for fear of conceeding on the counter-attack. Salvos slowly started to enjoy the majority of possesion, and although they were getting into some good positions and putting some testing balls into the box, OC's were remaining calm, and error-free at the back. RC & Dicko had the central areas under control with Walshy and Foster in the full-back positions looking commanding as always. A special mention must go to Fozzie, as he was also having to guide the virgin right-winger thru his defensive duties!! The one save of note though was an absolute blinder, as Jamie ended up on the floor after a ricochet and somehow managed to get up in a split-second (looked like some kind of break-dance move!) to deflect a shot from only 2 yards away just past his near post.
 

As the game went on, some players started to tire a little (after a hard days work already!), and a bit more space started to appear. OC's were taking a more cautious approach with the 1-0 lead, hitting Bakes in the air to hold up the play, or dropping balls in behind the Salvos defence for Fuzz to run on to. Phil Bevins and Matt Allen were certainly putting in the miles in centre-mid, with the "F" words (Fallon & Fitchy) still giving their all on the flanks. Salvos were throwing more men forward as time ran out, putting together some neat passing moves, but with no real end-product to test Jamie in goal.
 

With RC having run himself into the ground, Fozzie moved across to centre-back and Rich was replaced by Croucher (sidelined with a minor injury), who slotted effortlessly into the right back position. Shortly afterward, Chris Thomas came on to replace Fitchy on the right wing and with his first touch of the game he met a flicked on header, from Fallon's long throw into the box, to produce a great save from the Salvos keeper with a firm shot from close range.
 

With about 10 minutes to play, Challoners got another clear-cut opening from the unlikeliest of sources. Jamie punted a long goal-kick downfield and Fuzz gambled running past the last defender who could only managed to head the ball backwards to him with a mistimed leap. Fuzz raced thru to be one-on-one with the keeper, dropping the shoulder to the left then right, but the keeper was having none of it, and stayed on his feet well. Unfazed, Fuzz slotted a low shot past the keeper's left ankle to put OC's 2-0 up, and within touching distance of an essential 3 points.
 

For the last 10 minutes, Salvos threw everything forward, but as before our defence held firm and their were no chances of note to worry either keeper in the closing minutes. The final whistle went and OC's gratefully took the 3 points and a small step closer to Premier League AFA football next season.
 

The Fallon Man of the Match award goes to : Fallon
Man of the Match Award goes to : Fuzz. A tough call with the entire defence, and RC in particular, having a cracking game at the back, but 3 points were vital and once again he's come up with the goods.
 

