Sinjuns 3, Challoners 1
15 August 2007
Gards (injured 35), Phil, Jon, RC, Walshy, Croucher (Woodbury, 7) Lowesy, Powelly, Fallon, Fuz, Bakes
Challoners began their season with a trip to faraway Sinjuns and the challenge of the South Circular. 

Unfortunately for the Challoners, the South Circular was one of several challenges they were unable to overcome: As the game started Challoners were still waiting for their keeper and Fuz to turn up. Will Gardner stepped up to take the gloves and Challoners were forced to start with 10 men. Fuz arrived after 5 minutes.

The first few minutes of the game were scrappy with neither team creating anything. On 7 minutes Croucher’s injury saw Gards take the field and Woodbury take his place in goal. 

Challoners received their only break of the day when a set piece helped on by Gardner was slammed home by Baker. 1-0. However, celebrations were short-lived as Gardner remained on the floor. This second knee injury forced Challoners to play the remaining 55 minutes with 10 men. 

The rest of the second half was relatively even matched with Fuzz and the industrious Fallon causing some problems for the Sinjuns defence. On 40 minutes, though, Challoners were denied the advantage going into the break by an excellent piece of attacking play from the Sinjuns midfield, Woodbury was left flat-footed Sinjuns as broke through the middle and fired into the top corner.. 1-1.

With Fuz playing right midfield, Challoners began the second half confident that at least a draw was achievable. With the back four defending stubbornly the game looked like it could result in a draw. However, as the game went on Sinjuns spread the play and made the extra man count and their possession paid on 70 minutes. Challoners kept battling hard but were unable to impose themselves on the game. Fallon’s self-created chance on the edge of the box marked Challoners last effort on goal. Sinjuns closed the game when they scored on 80 minutes. 

A disappointing start for Challoners, but few teams would have got anything out of a game where just about everything went wrong.  
MOM: Fallon pips the back four. 

