3 May 2008

Old Challoners 2 vs Southgate 4, Home

Williams, Weisz (Bevins P 65), Dixon, Rogers, Walsh, Beauchamp, Croucher, Allen, Fallon, Baker, Browne

With Challoners amazingly still being promotion contenders, this was the tenth must-win game in a row.  Until the other results came in, which meant that maybe it was the next game that was a must win after all.

There were signs in the first half that the Alka Seltzer had finally kicked in and that the cup hangover was out of the way.  Challoners were playing some good football on a part boggy, part solid pitch (Croucher sadly didn’t go with his genius idea of playing with one moulded and one studded boot).  

Challoners scored first following a devilish long throw from Fallon that the unlucky Southgate defender had little choice but to head home.  Numerous chances followed for Challoners to kill the game off with Baker, Fuzz and Fallon all going close.

However, as time wore on this wasn’t looking like Challoners day and Southgate levelled after a long ball wasn’t dealt with properly.

There was then a good goal from the Southgate striker from the edge of the area leaving Williams with no chance, which left Challoners chasing the game.  
The cup hangover then seemed to kick back in with a vengeance, and before anyone had a chance to say Amsterdam Jackhammer, the score had somehow ended up at 4-1 to Southgate following some further calamitous play from Challoners.  
Challoners pushed forward in the forlorn hope of snatching something from the game.  This even involved a trial of the previously untested two at the back formation which led to a consolation goal from the Wand.  The Southgate keeper had seemingly joined in on the Keystone Cops action and presented him with a simple tap in.

Challoners will need to play much better than this to stand a chance against the high flying Parkfield next weekend…
NB - at the bar afterwards the gaffer noted that he left the pitch at 1-1.  Some might say that this absolved him from any blame.  “Weisz out” said the others.

