Southgate County 1st IX 1-4 Old Challoners 1st IX

2nd February 2008

KO – 2.15pm

OC’s – Jamie, Weiszy, Dicko, Raaaagers, Walshy, Bevins, Powellie, Mallen, Fallon, Fuzz, Jimbo

Subs – Not needed

For the first time since mid December the Challoners circus returned to the bread and butter of the Senior Division 1 title chase, fresh off a duo of contrasting results, and performances, in the cup. The confidence was high though as we headed into North London, straining at the leash like Weiszy with a JackHammer, eager to make the most recent results in the league that have been the precursor to the perennial suggestion that “should we win all our games till the end of the season we can win the league”. Is that all?  Should be a doddle then…!

In case the previous weeks defeat on the slopes of the Penn-ines hadn’t done enough to bring the Challoners playing staff back to earth with a bump, there were no doubts that this was time to roll the sleeves up when we arrived at the Southgate ‘B’ Venue and were required to change in what could be described as a ‘brick out-house’.
Old Challoners are made of sterner stuff though and shrugged off their initial shock to take the field against a much changed Southgate team from the one who scraped a semi-final win against OC’s 3 years ago courtesy of a Thierry Henry Mk 2 performance from a thankfully long gone striker. As if the changing facilities weren’t insult enough, the final straw was the state of the nets that were enough to send Fallon into a rage and vowing to make them pay for their insult to that noble art.

The game kicked off with the strong wind likely to play a part, but from the start it was clear that Challoners would not waste the advantage of going with the wind in the 1st half this time around. The early stages saw Challoners dominate possession and chances but not able to put the finishing touches on a number of chances created. Fallon blazed over from close range while a great delivery from Bevins was so good that both the attacking and defensive contingent in the box could only stand and gape in awe as the ball flew past. It was only a matter of time and after 20 minutes Phil ‘Cristiano’ Bevins, clearly comfortable and revelling in his wing role made an intelligent (some would say lucky) run and found himself on the end of a superb Powell through ball. Some silky smooth control later and Bevins was just able to stretch to poke the ball past the out-rushing keeper. 0-1.
This should have led to an onslaught, however, Southgate threw a spanner in the works and shattered the chances of the OC’s defence keeping a 2nd clean sheet of the season. (I think we all agree that would just be greedy anyway). Some good close control got the Southgate attack into the box though the danger appeared to be gone until some hesitancy allowed a speculative long-ranger that was placed right into the side-netting and gave an underserved equaliser. 1-1.
This spurred OC’s on though and more chances were created and missed until Fallon’s football genius spurred in to action. Spotting the potential weakness of the Southgate keeper on crosses a long throw was launched into the box which was just too hot to handle and was spilled into the net. Bingo. Match adjudicator says: “Fallon’s goal”. 1-2.

Again though Challoners were not able to breathe easily as the referee typified a ‘dubious’ performance by awarding a penalty to Southgate after Rogers tickled their forward. Don’t be jealous Walshy, you’ll always be special to him. Up stepped the Southgate midfielder and struck the ball well, but not good enough to beat the flying frame of Jamie who held on to deny an even-more-undeserved second equaliser. This was the boost that was needed and just before half-time some decent work from Wright-Bevins saw Jimbo defeat the vain attempt at an offside trap to slot past the keeper and give Challoners a deserved half-time lead. 1-3.

Captain Weisz is a tough one to please though and he was keen not to let any complacency seep in, delivering a mini-hairdryer during the interval and sending the team out under no illusions that only a comfortable victory would be acceptable. Despite the imminent increase to a potential 7 substitutes allowance, Weiszy decided we all needed the match fitness and had left no option for any changes by bringing the bare 11 – no rest for the wicked.
On the way out Ruel Bevins was heard offering finishing tips to his attacking colleagues, however, he was make to gorge on humble pie soon after when on 2 occasions his legs went to jelly with the goal at his mercy. Literally – it was 2 yards away for pity’s sake!!

In an apparent repeat of the first half OC’s dominated possession and chances but weren’t able to put the game to bed. Dicko was clearly getting frustrated with this and decided it was time to show the forwards how it done and engage in some wing exploits of his own – thanks for the demo Jon we’ll take it under advisement! Then with a quarter to go a good break down the Southgate left  followed by a smart turn left Weiszy with the simple job of sweeping the players leg away, Carragher-against-Villa-esque on the let-hand side of the area. The referee was gagging for just this chance and awarded another penalty. Same participants, same outcome, Williams had won the contest of minds as the Southgate player blasted over.
The game was now over for all intents and purposes and this was underlined as a good move on the break sealed it. Fallon found Mallen in the centre who beat a challenge strongly before laying a sumptuous ball through to Fuzz. One-on-one and there hasn’t been such a predictable outcome since Rogers last washed the kit and turned up late for the next game. 1-4.
There was still time for the Southgate striker to try and get on next weeks showboat with a fabulous display of guile near the halfway line - putting his knee on the ball while under no pressure. That said he may have just been tired and needed a rest. Who knows…

All in all a decent OC’s performance but against a relatively weak Southgate side. There will be much tougher tests to come but after a start of 2 losses followed by 2 draws, 4 consecutive league wins have put us right back in the thick of it. Well done boys.
Fallon MOM – Great work repairing the atrocious net and a superb long-range goal. No contest. Fallon.
MOM – Tough one to call. Powellie proved he isn’t past it yet by any means with a great performance in CM. Dicko put in a typically strong performance again and there was good work from Aaron Bevins in an unfamiliar right-mid role, bagging his 1st goal of the season. This week though MOM goes to Mallen who battled hard, won everything and showed some good touches as well. Congratulations mate.
