Berks and Bucks Cup Round 2

Old Challoners 3 : Burnham Reserves 2

Fallon 2

Croucher

OCFC Line up: J Williams, M Walsh (C Powell 60), P Rogers, J Dixon, J Beauchamps (R Weisz 75), B Fallon, M Allen, P Bevins, D Croucher, Fuzz, J Baker.

Two Words were the call for this sunny Saturday morning – ‘Bucks and Berks Cup’!! Amersham town centre was gripped with the arrival of Burnham Reserves to take on the ‘minnows’ Old Challoners. Some of the local authority were considering putting cones up Hervines Road to control the traffic.
The Burnham entourage arrived with the statutory 50 support staff and fans in tow whilst the Challoners home fan(s) turned up just after kick off to avoid the entrance fee to the Theatre of Trees.
Tinkerman Weisz, much maligned for his chaotic rotation policy, looked to mix things up again with the late fitness test of Lowes proving that his ‘gay ankle’ really did feel too chocolaty to start, so the ever reliable full back Phil Bevins moved into central midfield with wing wizard Bollax reliving his youth by slotting in at right back. This gave the old dog Walsh (statistically the worst player at Old Challoners football club) the opportunity to prove his faith to the OC contingent after going AWOL in Tallinn last weekend.

Starting brightly and winning the physical challenge was the order of the day and Challoners started the game in exactly that manner. The first 10 minutes showed Challoners were more than a match for Burnham and a good break down the right hand side gave the opportunity for Croucher to pick his cross and slot it perfectly into the path of Jim Baker on the edge of the 6 yard box. 1 – 0 everyone thought as the Challoners fan turned to celebrate but Baker thought the opportunity was too easy so he shot the ball wide.
Not to worry though as it was simply a taste of what was to come. Corners and Long throws were causing some problems for the Burnham back line as the homing beacon that was ‘The Specialist’ rose to each challenge with his trademark flick ons. 
25 minutes in and Fallon picked up the ball for another long throw in with the guaranteed Baker flick on ensuing. Up popped the, not so young, Dave Croucher to guide the ball into the back of the net. 1 – 0.
Now, most football teams usually try to work out how they have the beating of an opposition and try to concentrate on those things and do them as simply as possible. But Old Challoners is no ordinary football team – we love giving goals away! So with 15 minutes to go to half time and a couple of wrong decisions Burnham bit back with vengeance as their nippy left winger got through the back line twice in the space of 10 minutes and steered two shots passed the ‘diving’ Williams. 

Half time, 2 – 1 to Burnham.

An up beat half time atmosphere gave OCs the sense that this game was there for the taking and it was all about how we would come out of the blocks in the second half.

Fortunately we didn’t do our usual and we started really brightly. 50 minutes in and the ball again broke down the right with Croucher and Fuzz exchanging passes. Fuzz skipped passed the Burnham full back with his usual ‘wiry’ ease and slotted a low cross towards the on coming Ben Fallon – ‘Duck’ were the shouts from some fans towards the OAPs playing bowls at the bowling club but Ben had other ideas, a very clever shot off the Centre Back forced the keeper to dive the wrong way and the ball popped into the back of the net. The goal has since gone to the dubious goals committee to decide whether it was an OG or not but after a 4 hour debate Ben will be pleased to know it was awarded to him. 3D imagery showed the ball would have gone in off the post ;o) 2 – 2.

The game then settled into a bit of ‘Cat and Mouse’ but neither Burnham nor OCs could work out which one they wanted to be. The introduction of Powell in to the centre of midfield added some of the ‘bite’ that was needed to force the situation and then Weisz entered the fray with 15 minutes to go to bring his standard ‘hoofing’ strategy into the mix. 

5 minutes to go and a 50:50 challenge down the right hand side popped the ball to Dave Croucher. A low cross was driven in with Fallon standing on the penalty spot positioning himself like a ballerina about to engage in a full flight pirouette – LASH – Fallon met the cross superbly and drove the ball into the back of the net. 3 – 2 and the come back complete.

The final whistle blew a couple of minutes later and the job was done! We’ll see Eton Wick in the next round on the 1st December. Cup fever is with us for one more weekend.

MOM – Has to be Fallon this week. 2 Goals and a high work rate. A mention for Dave Croucher who was very much snapping at Ben’s heels for the award. 
Fallon’s MOM – Fallon, without a shadow of doubt this man has all the possibility of writing himself into B&B Intermediate Cup folklore this season.
