Old Ignatians 1st XI vs Old Challoners 1st XI

Saturday 13th October, 2007

KO – 1pm

Old Challoners XI

Williams

Croucher, Powell, Raaaaaaaagers, Mrs Raaaaaaaagers

Beauchamps (Weisz 80), Lowes (Bevins 45), Allen (Dixon 65), Fallon

Baker, Brown

After enduring a slow start to the campaign Weisz’s Dream Team traveled to Enfield looking for the much needed first league win of the season.  An early kick off was decided upon to enable Fuz to give McClaren another option off the bench but, to the crowd’s dismay, the England supremeo decided to use Lampard instead and Brown is now refusing to travel to Russia.

With the Old Ignatians groundsman losing his job in 1994, the game began on a surface suitable for egg chasing or Maximus’ death scene in Gladiator (2000, available at all good DVD retailers).  Although Challoners made a strong start to the game we were undone by some traditional route one football in the opening ten minutes.  A long clearance from the Ignatians keeper was flicked on for their striker to steer his shot past Williams.  1-0 to Ignatians and with Captain Marvel’s threats from the touchline ringing in the ears Challoners put the foot on the pedal & motored.
OCs began to dominate the ball and drive at Ignatians with Lowes missing an empty goal from 40, no 45, no probably more like 60 yards(ish), Fuz heading over after Beauchamp’s shot was saved, & Fallon’s cross cuminyourpants shot drifting wide like a Geoff Thomas special.  Normal service resumed when we asked Fuz to stop wasting time & sort it out for us.  Picking the ball up outside the box he skipped past 2 players & the keeper to slot a left foot shot home.  1-1 and into half time.

The introduction of Phil “The Wand” Bevins at half time clearly had an impact on Ignatians as …..well, I’m sure it had some kind of impact – at least they didn’t just go home for the England game!  

A very even second half played out with one or two key incidents.  Some Cafu-like wing wizardry from Croucher (poetic license) allowed him to deliver a great ball into the box for Baker to rise, like Niall Quinn in his pomp, and head the ball home.  Unfortunately the referee ruled for offside.

An edge of the box set piece showed the Challoners technical ability as Bevins’ pass to Baker was met with both surprise & a variety of Ignatians players allowing the ball to find its way to the half way line with relative ease.  
And finally Fuz found himself one on one with the Ignatians keeper in the final five minutes but decided taking him on would be dull so he turned back to take on the defense again…..he didn’t score.
Final Score: 1-1 Brown 35
Challoners are still looking for their first league win but some positives (the chances are there, a regular back four) and negatives (everyone needs some fitness) will give renewed hope for the next challenge.  Onto the Cup Fever - AFA Senior beckons!!!!

Fallon MOM – After some serious consideration the award goes to this man for his hard work, cross cumonyourface shot ability & all round protection of Walshy……ladies & gentlemen I give you……Ben Fallon!!!!  Congratulations mate, you deserve it.

MOM – Unfortunately lost the Fallon MOM by a whisker but for a quality all round display and really deserving a goal…… the MOM is James Baker.
