B&B Intermediate Cup

Old Challoners 4 – 1 Burnham Reserves.
Team: J Williams, M Walsh, J Dixon, P Rogers, R Weisz, C Powell, Mallen, N Smith, D Croucher, 
J Malcolm & Fuzz.

Subs: Rich Cawley, Craig Dias & J Baker a.k.a. “The Specialist”
Formation: 4:4:2
So after a well earned victory the previous weekend getting OCs league ambitions back on track bodies and minds turned towards the first instalment of cup fever.

There certainly was a whisper of excitement pervading through the streets of Amersham and around the fortress that is Hervines. Once again the mighty OCs had been drawn against Burnham Reserves who’s first eleven ply their trade in the Ryman’s league.

It had been suggested by certain club patrons that OCs were lucky to have got past Burnham last time, indeed the score of 3-2 suggested just that, but excluding some defensive frailties the OCs were mostly in control.

Back to this season however and Challoners looked to put out a strong team again – with a full selection of fit centre-backs to choose from and The Specialist making an early return from preseason injury to warm the bench and keep everyone on their toes.
The first half was well fought, and overall evenly balanced which was reflected in the stalemate come half time. Although throughout the first forty-five a number of chances fell to both sides, with Burnham probably having the better opportunities when a couple of long balls managed to elude the Challoners defence. However up stepped Challoners most consistent player so far this season to make a couple of fine stops both at the feet of on-rushing opposition and from speculative long range efforts that were sneaking inside the post.

Challoners weren’t playing great football – but now and then a passing move would be close to making a chance, or Jordan’s and Fuzz’s trickery created space in the last third for a shot at goal.

Despite the fact the Burnham had called on an experienced outfield player as a goalie – he was very solid and dominated the area well, making sure that no Burnham defensive mistakes could easily be punished.

Going into the second half Challoners seemed to have a collective knowledge that a clear cut chance would come and be taken. The confidence was not bowed even when OCs conceded in the first 10 mins after some sloppy play allowed the ball to ricochet around the defence for the Burnham No 9 to eventually pop up and slot home.
This spurred Challoners into action, they began to win more of the possession in all areas of the park and started to look more threatening, with Dave Croucher, Nick Smith and the two strikers seeing more of the ball and more space.

Eventually the pressure and the quality told. Powellie rose imperiously in the midfield to win a header, Fuzz controlled the difficult high ball with his chest turning the player at the same time and slotting a perfectly weighted pass into the right hand channel. Croucher had been sniffing around for this kind of opportunity all game and timing his run perfectly on the shoulder of the left back strode into the area to strike the ball sweetly into the far corner. A great move and finish in any division.

Challoners continued to push on, creating various half chances and winning a number of corners. After another move down the right the ball found its way into the box, one shot was blocked, the ball was scuffed clear, another body in the way of the next shot, the ball finally fell to Jordan. To the left of the goal and about 10 yards out he slipped the defender and slotted home across the goalkeeper into the right-hand corner.

Challoners’ tails were now truly up and scenting more blood they went in for the kill. Another corner, always threatening with the likes of Dicko, Rogers, Croucher and Powellie around. A good ball in from the right by El Weiszo allowed Croucher to challenge at the near post, the keeper fumbled and dropped it, and there was Powellie to pick his spot through a bunch of bodies and find the back of the net. 3-1.
Burnham’s spark had most definitely been blown out – and they did not create another opportunity. With about 15 mins to go Craig Dias replaced Nick Smith on the left, with RC replacing Rogers 5 mins later. The crowd were chanting (or was that barking..) for The Specialist, but he was happy to soak in the atmosphere and acknowledge the applause. There would be other days for this B&B Legend.

Challoners however were not finished, and with minutes to go a break down the right allowed El Weiszo to ping a cross in. Mallen rose but as it flew over his head thought the chance had gone only to see the ball fly into the unguarded net after Mr Dias had timed his arrival to meet the ball before the onrushing keeper.

4-1 it ended, and a competent display at this early stage of the season from the OCs. Another solid performance by all with Jordan adding to his goal tally and Jamie William’s putting in another fine display and making the saves when required. Dave Croucher was great out on the right, but the MOM goes to Powellie after dominating the midfield and having a hand in one of the goals and scoring another himself. He was a happy man, but even happier to get back down to the farm…..

