AFA Senior Cup – 1 November 2008

Old Challoners 0 v Centymca 0 (1-0 AET)

Williams, Walsh, Rogers, Cawley, Weisz, Daw (Jordan 60), Powell, Allen, Croucher, Baker, Fuzz
Match sponsor:

 
Cold.  Windy.  Raining.  Good weather for organic vegetables, but difficult for the thrilling blend of football Challoners specialise in (the long ball).
The football started off unspectacularly and the main feature of the game early on was a lot of moaning at the ref from the Centymca players, especially their left back who appeared a couple of parsnips short of a roast dinner.
Williams did well to keep out the half chances that fell to Centymca in the first half, with one rocket well turned round the post.  Not sure if it was a rocket, but the sponsors have ordered a pun a paragraph.
The midfield was tight and congested with Mallen and Riverford’s Finest ensuring that there wasn’t mushroom for the Centymca midfield to create any real chances of note.  Support from the massive crowd was also keeping the team positive with Moin popping over to shout encouragement of “Challoners.  This is absolute sh!t” and then wandering off again.
Half time.  A battling start, but no oranges deserved.

Into the second half and Challoners front pear were getting little change from the Centymca defence with the game becoming increasingly scrappy.  
In a physical game, challenges were flying in from Centymca and Challoners players were being chopped down like wet sticks of celery.  Fortunately the ref was having a grape game from Challoners perspective and he proceeded to give most decisions to OCs.  
With the clock ticking down and extra time beckoning, a fairly innocuous challenge from a Centymca midfielder on Weisz led to the brandishing of a surprising second yellow card and Centymca were down to 10 men.  The Centymca players were outraged and let the ref know in no uncertain terms how apple-ing (pushing it now) they thought the decision was.

With Challoners a man up in extra time, they started to dominate possession.  A goal seemed inevitable and eventually a peach of a ball from defence was skilfully dummied by Baker leaving Jordan through on goal.  He squared the ball to the unmarked Fuzz who scored with a swede finish into the onion bag.  Challoners 1 – Centymca 0
Jordan wasn’t happy to let the game fizzle out though and managed to annoy an average of 1.6 Centymca players per minute in the closing stages.  Several half chances followed for Centymca who valiantly battled to the end but the Challoners defence has bean difficult to breach of late and the clean sheet ensured Challoners go marching on in all competitions.
Organic man of the match: Riverford “R.C.” Cawley.  A solid performance helping ensure no leeks through the OC’s defence now for nearly 4 hours (Source: Croucher timing).
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