Old Challoners v Enfield Old Grammarians

LOB Senior Cup Second Round

17/1/09

Hervines Park, Amersham

KO – 

1:30pm

Attendance - 
4 + 2 under 16s (half price admission)
OCFC Starting Lineup – Williams, Weisz, Cawley, Lord, Walsh, Croucher, Dawes, Powell, Lowes, Baker, Fitch.
Subs – Smith, Brown, Jordan

The long awaited LOB second round tie verses Enfield Old Grammarians at a soaked Hervines Park was served to a huge Amersham crowd on Saturday.  The local ground staff spent hours prior to kick off reducing the aquatic conditions from swimming pool to mud bath, finally delivering an almost playable surface.
However, all was not well with the OCFC build up to this huge tie.  Without the ever reliable Rogers the infamous “rolly-leg” warm up just didn’t seem the same for Croucher & Walshy and from this disappointment things just got worse.  Stand in skipper Weisz’s regular “Fuzz, where are you?” phone call was greeted with “going to be well late, man”. The game plan was shot!  Thinking on his feet Weisz demanded Lowes move from the 2nd XI and become the 10th man to play in his natural attacking left wing role & Fitch to play up front for a total of 43 seconds before the 2s kicked off.  Even prior to kick off the “Weisz Out” chants could be heard from certain sections of the back four.
Challoners began with a rigid 4-4-1 formation asking Baker, once Fitch departed, to be the lone ranger up front.  Although a man down Challoners looked strong in the opening exchanges with Powell & Dawes dominating the centre of midfield, Croucher causing problems down the right & Baker winning everything in the air.  The game’s opening goal was a demonstration of two of these strengths.  Williams decided to avoid the midfield entirely by playing a bit of route one to Baker, who’s flick-on sent the greyhound-like Croucher in on goal and put Challoners 1-0 up.
Then began the substitute merry-go-round.  The 11th man, the expected spectator Scott Smith, found his way onto the field immediately after the opening goal, followed swiftly by Dawes’ withdrawal five minutes later after a nasty tackle on his knee.  Thankfully Brown & Jordan’s arrival could not have been timed better (unless they had turned up prior to kick off) and Jordan immediately came on as the new 11th man to add the second goal.
After Jordan was fouled on the edge of the Enfield box, Baker stepped up & cracked a shot in at the far post.  Although the keeper got to the ball first he somehow managed to nutmeg himself & the jack russell-like Jordan poked in the loose ball. Challoners 2-0 & the last substitute of the day saw Brown brought on for Scott to go back to the terraces.

The second half continued with an even game but Challoners rarely looked threatened by the Enfield attack.  That was until the self destruct button was happily pressed.  Williams collected a loose cross from Enfield and passed a quick ball to Weisz at right back who promptly gave the Enfield left winger a free run at goal. A cross into the box, two great saves from Williams, and a goal-line block from Cawley couldn’t keep the ball out of the net. 2-1.

Normal service resumed soon after with a second finish from Jordan.  Some good build-up play found Baker in space outside the Enfield area. A delivery to the Labrador Retriever-like Jordan found him in on goal and put Challoners 3-1 up with a cool finish.
A late Enfield substitution changed their system to three up front which led to a second goal for them 5 minutes from time.
Final Score – Old Challoners 3 – 2 Enfield Old Grammarians

A good contest but the best team move into round three against Old Dorkinians.

Fallon MOM – Ben played a blinder with his daughter Evie in tow.  Hogged the touchline, got up & down, and some great pram combination play with Phil Bevins.

MOM – James Baker: 3 assists, won every header & played on his own for most of the first half. A quality performance
