AFC – Senior 1 
Hale End Athletic 2 – 4 Old Challoners 
Jordan (2) 
Dicko

Smith 

Team: J Williams, M Walsh, J Dixon, R Cawley, R Weisz, C Powell, Mallen, N Smith, D Croucher, 
J Malcolm & Fuzz.

Subs: P Rogers, Craig Dias (MIA) & Phil Daw 
Formation: 4:4:2
OC’s came into this game on the back of a lesson from a team they had previously knocked out of the B&B cup the year before in the form of 6-1 defeat to Minchendians. Skipper Mallen was keen to put that defeat to bed and, with players back from injury and the last Saturday to Saturday holiday in club history (allegedly), was hopeful of defeating a team that have also been known to put a cricket score in the back of the Old Challoner onion bag. 

OC’s started the game brightly with some neat passing football, however it was the home team who had the first opportunity when, after 20 mins, the Hale end striker found himself through on goal – profiting from a period of time were Dicko’s heading radar was still clearly set up for the high seas he had returned from – with Jamie standing tall the striker panicked and was only able to blaze over. 

Challoners rallied from this lapse, and the increased pressure soon paid the type of dividends that a broken banker would be proud of , good work from Fuzz put Jordon in front of goal, and with a cool finish OC’s were deservedly 1-0 up. The good work continued and Skipper Mallen soon found himself in front of goal with only the Hale end keeper to beat, (the author, keen to play on Saturday, has since gone back and changed the following…) he was very unlucky however when the ball hit a cruel bobble that took it away from him and into the grateful keeper’s arms. 
OC’s kept up the good work and with half time approaching Mallen – putting his unbelievably cruel luck to one side (!) – picked out a ball that Lampard himself would be proud of, finding Jordan perfectly and with the goal a game striker (submitting a late match report does have it’s benefits) one-on-one with the keeper, the cool lob was never in doubt. Half time and the 2-0 lead was fully justified. 

The half time team talk was positive and the overriding message was to keep up the good work and not let a struggling Hale end team back into the game. OC’s listened to this perfectly when, after 10mins of the second half, a set piece from the Hale end team was defended poorly, allowing a Hale end player to bundle the ball home and give the home side a way back into the game they didn’t deserve. Textbook! 

To their credit OC’s took the game back to Hale end, keen to put the game back to bed. It was during this period that a seemingly innocuous free kick was given away by the Hale end midfielder on the half way line. Robby Weisz knocked in a cracking ball deep into the opposition 18yd box – confusion followed and Dicko found himself with an empty net begging – the left shin lunge may have seemed deceptively panicked to the untrained eye, but it was enough for the ball to cross the line and Challoners were back in control 3-1. 
The good play continued – and the wind was soon out of the Hale end sails. Some cracking play along the midfield by Powelly  and Croucher put the ball out to Fuzz, who himself picked out a cracking ball to Nick Smith. Rather than look to play any further the OC left winger decided the ball was there to be hit – and hit it he did! A rasping half volley flew high into the net – and two games into the new season the probable winner of G.O.T.S. was there for all to see. 

In true Challoners style, Hale end were still allowed to pull another goal back to make it 4-2. With a strong bench on hand Rogers and Daw came into the fray – and an assured display saw out the remainder of the game. OC’s had won the game comfortably and will hope to carry this form forward into the rest of the early season games. 

MOM – with 9 of the 11 starting players to chose from (Mallen and Croucher’s constant moaning about the tardiness of this match report put them out of the running along time ago!!) it was a tough one.  The 2 calm finishes from Jordon were pivotal in taking the 3 points though – and he is a deserved winner of this prestigious award. 
