11th October 2008

Venue: Hervines

KO 14:00 

Old Challoner's vs Old Ignations 

Challoner's undertook their usual per-match warm-up of seeing who could arrive the latest:

The usual suspects of Williams, Powell & Dixon all made valiant efforts, but could not rival Fuzz & Jordan's double act.  Their magnificent effort saw them take to the pitch a full 2 minutes before KO.  However by half time they were humbled by the sight of Dawsy ambling over, enquiring about kit!
A stirring pre-match speech from The Chief & The Ex-Gaffer informed us that: we always draw with Ignations, they will dominate possession & they’d beaten Michendinians recently (see 1st match report of the season to recap how we faired!).  After those stirring words, we took to the field like men possessed (by Casper the Friendly Ghost).

The Chief’s attempt at reverse psychology worked, (his new Friday night routine of watching 8 episodes of Frasier is having a positive influence after all!) as Challoners started positively & dominated the opening exchanges, creating some good chances, but unable to get a breakthrough.  This set the tone for the game with Challoners dominating, but the Onion Bag remained unstuffed.  Jordan was unlucky with a drive from 25+ yards that drifted just wide.  The Challoners defence was comfortably coping with anything that Ignations threw at them.  They only created 1 chance of any note just before the halftime whistle that ended the 1st half at 0-0. 
The second half began with Challoners still resting on their laurels of the first half, Ignations were the more dominant side for the first 5-10 mins.  The normal service was resumed & we regained the upper hand, controlling the middle of the park with the Majestic Mallen & the Peerless Powell.  After 20 minutes and still facing a stalemate, Dawdling Dawsy was introduced to try and shake things up.  He had an almost immediate impact on the game; by watching a beautiful team move that ended with unselfish play from Fuzz to set up Jordan.  This turned out to be the only goal of the game, despite Challoners continuing to boss the game, with Walsh, Weisz, Rogers & Dixon easily handling the odd occasion that Igs got near our penalty area.  The final whistle blew & the backslapping began for a solid performance, where we grafted out the victory.
MOM – well I can barely remember the game (as the above demonstrates) so I am probably doing some people a major dis-service – sorry!  Jordan – vital goal & was a livewire all match.

N.B. This report was written at various points, at least 2 weeks after the match, so the writer’s recollection of events was not at its peak.

