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22-Nov-2008

Sinjun Grammarians 3 v Old Challoners 4

Team:

D Marsden, R Weisz, R Cawley, P Rogers, M Walsh, D Croucher, P Daw, C Powell, J Malcolm, D Brown, J Baker. Sub. J Dixon.

Team Gold returned to the league after two successful 1-0 victories on their ever burgeoning cup campaign. Keen not to lose ground on the other outfits jostling for the top spots, and with further cup games on the horizon the freshly injured skipper Mallen put his Brian Clough hat on and went to work on getting the team “up for it”!
Past seasons records spoke of the OCFC league challenge coming unstuck against the strength and quality of the Sinjuns side. Last season OCFC were able to seek some revenge and win the second game of the season handsomely, but nobody was in doubt about the task ahead, certainly when the logistics of getting to the away ground had often been cause for concern before. This time asking the players to get to the venue an extra 15 mins earlier than normal Mallen was hopeful of a fully prepared squad. Obviously nobody had told Dicko that when he’s in “Northampton” he needs to get up that bit earlier……

A slight change to starting personnel saw RC step in for Dicko, looking a little bit rough round the edges after a free bar event on the Friday night.

The game started with a quick tempo exerted by both sides, although with the home team having slightly more of the possession in the first 10 mins. This was mainly due to their high work rate and consistent closing down of the ball from the front men backwards. Despite this OCFC worked their way into the game, coming to terms with the pace and keeping hold of the ball in the face of fierce pressure. Even more impressive when considering the width of the pitch was akin to playing under 11s.
Jordan began to find space out on the left and showed what was to come with a number of jinking runs leaving various opposition sprawling in his wake. Only the final finish was missing.
Powellie and Daw’s were having a monumental battle in the middle of the park, against two very strong players. Every header won had to be earned and Daw’s was a like a terrier in the tackle, matching the opposition’s drive to close down the ball when not in possession.

Although OCFC started to dominant the possession, Sinjuns still looked threatening particularly on the break with some very quick pace going forward. And although RC and Rogers absolutely controlled the skies when the long ball came over, the pace aligned with balls through on the ground were harder to cover.

With Challoner’s in possession a sloppy piece of play allowed the centre mid of Sinjun’s to steer a quick ball through the middle of the OC’s centrebacks. The pace of the No.11 allowed him to get beyond the covering defender and slip his shot past the stand-in OC’s goalkeeper who had little to do up to that point.

The opposition were suitably buoyed, but OCFC did not let their heads drop. Again they controlled the ball, moving it around the park as well as any time during this or the previous season. Half chances were being created and there was certainly a collective belief that the opportunities would come. 
There wasn’t long to wait and Rob “Rory Delap” Weisz taking advantage of the dimensions of the pitch launched a throw into the box, Jimbo nodded on for Croucher to do what he does best from the long throw and steal in from 6 yards and head home. Not the most attractive goal considering the play up to that point but never the less an important one to get OCFC back into the game before half time.

Half time 1-1

The second half kicked off with the challoners clear on what was required – more of the same!

If anything the ball was being passed around even better, and the dirty battles were beginning to be won consistently in the middle. Jordan began to get more space down the left and the oppositions defence did not know how to deal with him, time and time again he would beat players from positions of little threat and therefore create openings for others to get into. The link up play was starting to flower into life between Fuzz and Jordan and there was an expectancy that something would happen.

It duly did some 10 mins into the half when some great play by Jordan through the middle and a one two with Fuzz (with the aid of a deserved ricochet) allowed the ball to fall back into Jordan’s path. His strength and pace took him past the scrambling last defender before taking out of range of the keepers despairing dive and slotting into the bottom corner.

Surely this was the platform from which OCFC would go on to secure the game. Especially since their watertight defence had conceded so few goals over the last 5 games.

But somewhere the old ability of allowing teams back in the game wouldn’t die. Sinjuns began to grow back into the game, winning more of the second balls and creating half chances. In fact at one point a clear header 6 yards out should have made it 2-2, but Marsden was there to parry the ball away from the line before Croucher gave it the much needed hoof. The shot across the bows was given, but was not heeded. Pushing forwards to get the third goal and hopefully kill off the game Challoners got caught when a freekick was quickly cleared and the break was on.
Using their pacey No10 down the right, who Walshy had done well to keep quiet up to that point, the ball was soon on the edge of the OCFC area. A cross/shot that looked to be going wide was then sweeped in at the far post by a late run. 2-2.

Still OC’s kept their heads up and didn’t let Sinjuns get on top. A certain penalty was denied when Croucher was clearly tripped in the area, causing an injury that he was unable to shake off for the rest of the game. With the only sub used up when Dicko had come on to replace Rogers some 10 minutes earlier Croucher had to battle on.

A penalty was not to be denied a second time though, when once again Jordan taking on the hapless rightback caused him to handle in his own area. You had to feel sorry for the guy, he didn’t know where anything was he’d been turned that many times.

Match winning penalty duty was handed to El Weiszo, who had consistently talked of taking them since sometime in 2004. We shouldn’t have waited so long, despite the oppositions attempts to time waste, Rob kept his head and duly sent the keeper the wrong way. Easy. 3-2.
The crowd could tell there were more goals in it, and despite having lost a number of toes to frostbite stayed on to watch the climax. OCFC needed another goal to give them the cushion. Sinjuns still posed a significant threat on the break and only some good goalkeeping from Marsden who was quick(ish) off his line forced the attacker wide which allowed RC to get back and head a certain equaliser off the line.

OC’s started to dominate the physical battle again, and continued to keep the passing football going, even with an injured winger in Croucher.

A superb move got the fourth goal that OCFC required. Daw’s first winning the ball in the middle with a well timed tackle before continuing his run out wide right. He received the ball with the defender looking like he had closed the space for the cross down but under some pressure and with a tight angle the ball was whipped in where Jimbo stooped to slam in a fine header at the near post. A quality goal no doubt. 4-2

There were only minutes left at this point – but still Sinjuns didn’t give up and another break and a lose ball allowed the Sinjuns midfielder to run into the space a finish with some aplomb past the on rushing Marsden.

4-3! Fortunately the remaining few minutes were played out with little goalmouth action. And OCFC came away with a deserved victory In fact the score line somewhat flattered Sinjuns based on the amount of possession and quality of play that OCFC produced across most of the match.

It was a great team performance, but mentions should go to Marsden for coming in a doing a sterling job in goal. RC for a solid performance at the back (especially considering the free bar the night before), and Daw’s and Powellie for winning a great battle in the middle. Ultimately however the MOM must go to Jordan who terrorised the Sinjun’s defence throughout. And it was capped by a well taken and well deserved goal.
Great result which keeps us in touch with the teams at the top, as we go into a few more weeks of cups. We have one more league game before Christmas which is a must win, and if we can continue on current form we’ll be going into the New Year with everything to play for.

Top job.

PS> Fallon MOM: The Mighty and not forgotten Fallon.

