19th October 2008

Old Suttonians V Old Challoners
Senior Division 1

OC’s Line up – J. Williams, M. Walsh, J. Dixon, P. Rogers,  R. Weisz, P. Daw, C. Powell, M. Allen (M. Lowes 65 mins), D. Croucher, J. Baker, D Fuzzy.

Credit Crunch all around us, House Prices falling, Stock Market Crashing, Cost of Living rising....what OCs 1st XI needed was another ‘MASSIVE’ (Matt Allen, Skipper, 2.55pm:19th Oct 2008:Sutton) game.

OCs pushed to start with the bare bones of 11 after last minute boardroom discussions fell apart between the management and committee at the multi million pound complex that is Tesco’s Coffee Shop in Amersham – however, the visibly ‘angered’ Mallen wanted to concentrate on  Suttonians and worry about off field shenanigans to mid week .

3pm chimed at Big Ben in Westminster and like a well oiled machine, the humdrum of the Amateur Football Combination Senior Division 1 revved its engine and got under way.

The Suttonians pitch was nice and flat with a hint of a bobble (well so Rogers kept telling us () and in typical Suttonians V Challoners fashion the first 20 minutes of the game was fast and frantic with a physical edge. 

25 mins in with good work down the left between Walsh, Dawsy and Baker the ball came across the box for Fuzz to volley home, unfortunately, Fuzz still hasn’t managed to replace his Toblerone boots and lashed it wide.

Suttonians pushed to test the guile of the Old Challoners defence and with Sutts strikers good movement they prized open a half chance which was saved comfortably by Jamie.

Moments later with a through ball from Powellie to the on rushing Fuzz, he rounded the keeper and shot against the post.....chances were coming and we felt it would only be time!

35 minutes in and the break through that OCs were looking for. With Weisz and Croucher’s movement being like something out of a ‘How to play on the right side of pitch...For Beginners’  Coaching Manual -    Weisz played the ball across for Jim Baker who was nudged from behind in the box......PENALTY! Up stepped the every reliable Walshy....................half time 0-0

Mallen’s half time team talk was it’s usually rallying self and on we went into the second period to put this game to bed.

Unfortunately, the Suttonians V Challoners games always seem to pan out the same way and the second half saw the same sort of game. With 70 mins gone a quick corner was taken by the Suttonians team and whipped in an early cross.  A looping header at the back post and Sutts went 1 up....

Never did Old Challoners feel like this was going to be it and within 10 mins we had struck back. Croucher, into Powellie, on into Fuzz and back out to Croucher who put in a great cross to the back post with Jimbo volleying a great finish home.....

One last clear cut chance came as Weisz put the ball through to Fuzz who went in 1 on 1 with the keeper – however the Sutts keeper pulled off a great save and kept the points shared.

1 – 1 the final score  - is it really ever a surprise when we play Suttonians....as was mooted in the changing room afterwards...we may as well not play them next time and simply call in a draw....

Man of the Match – Dave Croucher – worked his socks off and provided brilliantly for our goal.

