Senior Division 1
Sat 10th April
Centymca V Old Challoners
Result: 3 - 1
Challoners found themselves returning to trying to salvage their Senior Division 1 league status after another weekend hiatus from duties due to the Easter period. 
The break seemed to wrong foot Challoners who found some of their team tied up with a former player’s stag-do. Leaving what is already looking a much depleted squad to do battle in the confines of South East London. Added to that was the fact that Tom has somehow managed to go on a two week snowboarding holiday which encompassed three Saturdays in a row! But we shall not dwell on that here.

With a bare bones of eight on Thursday night, a few phone calls and some begging and pleading meant that Seni made a return after over a month away from the team and, Oscar came up to help out from the 3rd team. Also a newbie in the shape of Andy Gibson was drafted in from the Scottish Highland leagues. Rumours abounded that he has been involved in some of Ross County’s giant killing exploits this season and Challoners were hoping some of that magic would rub off.

Unfortunately things didn’t start to brightly as the team arrived in dribs and drabs to the away ground, leaving very little time for any serious warm up and team talk before the game. Compared to the fellow struggler’s attitude, Centymca had been warming up together for some 40 minutes before the start of the game. Usually this “big-cone warm up” gets the OC’s players dandy up, but in this case the sluggish attitude in arrival filtered its way on to the football field as well. 
Despite talking about quick starts, (I know, when do we ever?) Challoners couldn’t get into the game in the first twenty if not most of the first half. Whilst Centymca style of play was basic, in that it was mostly compromised of a long ball over the top to a speedy striker, it was very effective. Centymca fashioned a number of chances with this very strategy, and with Challoners inability to gain, and then retain the football on a tight and extremely bobbly surface it only added to the pressure. It should also be mentioned that Centymca harried at every opportunity making life very difficult for Challoner’s whereas OC’s gave far too much time and space to Centymca across all areas of the pitch
Challoners one bright moment came when Matt Allen winning a challenge just over half way, took the ball on towards a retreating Centymca back four. Good movement by Oscar out to the right created and opening and with the ball slipped through a little bit more composure may have seen the keeper do some work and maybe Oscar scoring on his 1s debut. The pitch certainly didn’t do him any favours.

The Centymca defence didn’t look particularly strong; either on the ground or in the air, but Challoners never really pressured them in the first half to test any of their weaknesses. It looked as though OCs may hold out until half time when a much needed kick up the **** was required.
A rush of blood to the head by Jon Rushton however gave Centymca the opportunity to take advantage of their superiority, as he crudely took down the opposition forward as he was running away from the goal. School boy stuff.

Centymca’s number eight dispatched the ball from the spot coolly into the bottom right corner. Andy had no chance. It was the least that they deserved.

Cue half time, small rant about attitude and actually wanting to win and back out in the hope that the lethargy seen in the first half may have been dissipated. There was certainly some improvement, unfortunately the response didn’t come until after Centymca had gone two up. A poorly defended set piece allowed the opposition player to nod home with a free header from about 6 yards.

There was a change in personnel with Jack Maynard who was having an unusually quiet game after some recent fine form being replaced by Andy Gibson. Oscar moved out to fill Jack’s position wide right (and also see if he could stop the juggernaut that was the Centymca left back). Andy added some height up top to give the opposition defence a little more to think about.

The referee had made many dubious decisions throughout the game, it must be said equally to both sides. Although the one which garnered Challoners a throw down by Centymca’s 18 yard line was an interesting one.

Rob Weisz who was proving Challoners most incisive weapon with his Rory Delap-esque throws delivered up another Exocet which after some battling by Allen in the 6 yard box fell to the last person you want to have to bang a half volley home. Fortunately Rodgers seemed to forget that, and struck it sweetly through the crowd of players. Nothing the unsighted Centymca keeper could do.
2 – 1 and despite not really looking threatening Challoners were back in the game. The match became a lot more open at this point, although there were few if any gilt-edged chances. A Weisz cross led to a reaction header from Matt Allen which just went wide, and Oscar had a great opportunity at the far post from a cross from Walshy, but couldn’t quite stick his neck out far enough.

Centymca wrapped it up with around five minutes to go. Another silly free-kick was conceded on the edge of the area. Top right hand corner. 3 -1.

Summing up – Centymca wanted it more. Challoners turned up late, with the wrong attitude and the result was a poor performance (the worst for some weeks) and no points. This leaves Centymca one point behind Challoners having played the same number of games. There were few highpoints on any note, save Rodger’s goal and also when Rodgers was hit head on by “The Juggernaut”.
There is no MOM this week as nobody deserves such an honour.

Glyn Old Boys beat Wood Green Old Boys 3-2 at home which leaves it very close at the bottom. Only five points separate the bottom five clubs. 

Challoners are away next Saturday to Wood Green while Glyn Old Boys are playing Centymca this Tues if the league website is to be believed. Come 4:30 this Saturday it may well be a lot clearer as to who is staying up and who is going down.

	POS
	 
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	PTS
	 

	1
	UCL Academicals 
	19
	11
	2
	6
	44
	27
	17
	35
	

	2
	Old Salvatorians 
	18
	10
	3
	5
	36
	30
	6
	33
	

	3
	Old Suttonians 
	14
	9
	3
	2
	26
	13
	13
	30
	

	4
	Old Belgravians 
	17
	9
	3
	5
	43
	31
	12
	30
	

	5
	Sinjuns Grammarians 
	18
	8
	1
	9
	37
	35
	2
	25
	

	6
	Old Ignatians 
	12
	7
	3
	2
	27
	21
	6
	24
	

	7
	Hale End Athletic 
	11
	4
	3
	4
	22
	19
	3
	15
	

	8
	Old Challoners 
	16
	4
	2
	10
	26
	34
	-8
	14
	

	9
	Wood Green Old Boys 
	15
	3
	4
	8
	36
	48
	-12
	13
	

	10
	Centymca 
	16
	4
	1
	11
	25
	43
	-18
	13
	

	11
	Glyn Old Boys 
	14
	3
	1
	10
	21
	42
	-21
	10
	


