Senior Division 1
Sat 6th March

Glyn Old Boys V Old Challoners

Result: 3 – 4

Despite some of their strongest performances in the last few weeks Challoners has not been getting the results to show for their improved efforts.

After a week layoff to recharge the batteries and reflect on a last minute equaliser to deny them victory against the league leaders all attention was focused on a relegation scrap. It was the proverbial “six” pointer.

Away to Glyn Old Boys who were sporting a similar record as OC’s although it must be said with a number of games still in hand, Challoner’s knew that they needed to come away from this game with all 3 points if they were going to get some momentum going for the run in.

It seemed though that the lack of a match the previous week due to waterlogged pitches was more of a detriment to Challoners, as all the pre-match talk of “continuing from where they had left off” was not to be seen in a stuttering opening fifteen minutes. Despite neither team really having control of the football on small and quite bobbly pitch chances fell to both teams early on. It was Challoners who failed to draw first blood as Tom was unable to find the net when presented with the first chance. Jack Maynard also went close when a perfectly flighted ball from Dias beat the fullback with Jack ghosting in to beat the offside trap, the keeper and unfortunately the far post.
Glyn were not so profligate with their early chances and managed to convert after Andy was unable to claim a cross from the Challoners left. It came after a period of pressure from that side, mainly due to Glyn having their very own version of Rory Delap.

Slowly though Challoners began to exert more control over the game, generally dealing with Glyn’s long ball game at the back and the midfield starting to create more for the forwards.

Some good tackling in the left back position led Matt Allen to receive the ball in the middle left. He was able to thread a ball through onto the run of Croucher, which looked like it was perfect to hit first time. However the last bounce took an unkind bobble and Dave was forced to check back past one defender, only to be closed down by another. However he stayed composed and slipped past the tackle before firing in between the keeper and the near post, rattling it as it past by.
From that point on Challoners played the better football, Jack on the right wing and Chris Thomas playing out of position at right back linked well down that flank to produce a number of crosses which on another day would have been converted. Dave Cadogen continued his fine form from the past few weeks, winning the battles in the air and on the floor as well as providing an outlet on a continued basis & always looking to play football when it was possible.

A tendency to overplay in the wrong areas led to Challoners relinquishing the upperhand. Instead of clearing their lines they tried to play out in a tight and crowded areas, this led to further pressure and OCs were penned in to the corner. A failure to clear another Delap special, led to some penalty area pinball, and a surprisingly well taken half volley by the Glyn’s left back. 
Half time 2 – 1 to Glyn Old Boys.

Although agreed at half time what was required in the second half, all of that went out of the window in the first five minutes of the restart, when mayhem ruled decision making across the pitch. Before the crowd had returned to the corporate seats after dining on prawn & cucumber sandwiches it was already 3-1, after some poor communication at the back and lack of closing down further forward one of the many long balls made it through to be finished off. Soon after Challoner’s were staring at 4-1 after the award of a penalty. A rash challenge in the area by Chris Thomas led to the referee having no option. It was probably the only mistake Chris made in a superb performance otherwise, which belied the fact that he hadn’t kicked a football competitively in over a year.

Although at fault for Glyn’s first goal, Andy had previous form in these situations and looked to atone for that earlier error. He duly did, reading the penalty like it was a child’s picture book he dived to his right beating the ball away. Challoners were sluggish on the rebound and only the poor finishing of the onrushing Glyn forward meant Andy’s heroic’s didn’t go unwarranted.
That was probably the turning point in the second half, Challoners were shaken from their slumber realising they’d been spared a deficit they would have struggled to make up. They got back to playing the better football, where possible, passing around their opposition to create chances.

However it was from a set piece that Challoner’s second goal came, the ball was half cleared to the edge of the area, but as it dropped out of the sky Jack caressed the ball with his left foot in what was a sweetly timed volley which sailed across the goal and into the far left hand corner side netting. The keeper never moved. This really rallied the troops and Challoners continued to press forward, always looking dangerous.

The equaliser came from good work down the left, the ball eventually falling to Dave Cadogen who hit a great half volley (he was going on about practising them in the warm-up…) only to see the keeper well positioned to parry away, unfortunately for Glyn he could only deflect across his goal mouth and Croucher was there to make sure while under pressure from six yards.
Both sides created chances, although Challoners always looked like the more clear cut, Matt was able to win a challenge before slipping the ball through to Croucher again only for it to be harshly judged offside. Jon and Rodgers were eating up all the long balls again and dominated aerially. 

In the end it took a touch of class to separate the two teams, Jack Maynard beating two players and then rounding the keeper on a mazy run, showing both skill and strength to hold off the challenges. It was aka John Barnes against Brazil (Jack may not have seen that goal?) up until after rounding the keeper he trod on the ball! The keeper managed to regain his feet and looked to be blocking the goal but Jack managed to steer the ball off the inside of the near post and for the first time in a few weeks, it went in rather than coming back out. 4-3 to Challoners.

In that time there were further chances, at both ends. Tom saw another attempted lob float wide with the keeper all at sea, but Glyn also pressed forward throwing bodies up top, and only a great challenge by Croucher at the far post on the charging Glyn centreback denied them a late equaliser. Challoners held out for the final few minutes with little extra drama, and took a deserved 3 points despite making very hard work of it.

There were some notable performances again this week. Dave Cadogen was again superb continuing from the last few weeks of fine form. Tom and Dave were tireless up front with Croucher getting two goals to his name. And special mention should go to Chris Thomas, who playing out of position and for the full 90 mins, despite not kicking a ball for over a year did a great job. The Man of The Match award however goes to Jack Maynard for two superb goals, and a great all round performance.
