Senior Division 1
Sat 20th March

Old Challoners V Glyn Old Boys
Result: 4 - 0
After another weekend break for the 1st XI they were back facing the same opponents that they had managed to beat 4-3 away from home in their last fixture. Again the importance of the game on OCs season couldn’t be overstated. After consolidating their position with points over the last few matches they needed to continue their run and try and get themselves out of the relegation quagmire before the end of the season, especially as many club around them have played fewer games.
The results in their weekend off went kindly for OCs and if they could capitalise today they would be able to emerge out of the bottom three for the first time in some time, although also relying on other results going their way.

Ultimately the destiny of the OCs 1st XI lies in their own hands, and despite a threadbare squad once again due to injuries and absentees they were still able to field a relatively strong team, albeit with many playing out of preferred positions.

It looked however that Glyn were suffering their own problems, both arriving late and unable to field a full team, starting with 9 and only able to add one other soon after. OCs talked before the game of not letting this advantage affect their attitude and their game plan. However as these things are oft to do that is exactly what happened.
Challoners stood to far off their opponents allowing them far to much time and space on the ball, and although they only had a lone striker leading the line there was willing running from the midfield in support. Glyn played some good football at times, but their man power disadvantage meant that they never really created any clear cut chances. After that first fifteen Challoners began to impose themselves more, playing some nice football down the wings and pressurising Glyn into giving the ball away cheaply. Allowing captain Rob Weisz playing in an unaccustomed centre back role alongside Stuart McMahon to step out of the backline on numerous occasions and play Maynard in down the right.

The heavy rain in the week had left the pitch in a bog like state, particularly in the centre and around the goal mouths. All the decent passing football would have to be played down the wings, as it proved. This was also where Challoners got the most joy, after straining maybe a little to hard to make something happen a well worked move down the right led to a perfect cross from Maynard (again pushing forward from his right back role into the acres of space in front) over to the far post where Tom had peeled off the last defender to leap high and put the ball back across the goalie into the far right top corner.

Challoners started to control more of the game, but the conditions and therefore the possibility of a mistake meant that neither team would be out of it. Any ball not placed perfectly for the receiving player would it difficult for them to collect and control. OCs created a few more half chances but the final ball on must occasions was not up to the quality required.
Half time 1-0 to Old Challoners

In the second half Stuart was replaced by Alex Zachary in the centre of defence. Despite the conditions being a nightmare for defenders in particular Alex put in a very solid performance, clearing up most things coming his way and giving the opposition very little to sniff at.
The game became more stretched as the ten men of Glyn inevitably tired on the energy sapping mud, and as they pushed forward and left men up to try and garner an equaliser Challoners looked more and more threatening on the break. In fact all three of their second half goals came on the counter attack, and all were similar contrived and finished. With a ball dissecting the flagging Glyn defence for Tom to run onto and slot home in two of the cases, and Craig Dias to wrap the game up well and truly at the end with the fourth in similar style. Another opportunity went begging when the referee wrongly called Neil Fitch offside, when the ball was played through while he was still in his own half. After bagging a couple for the 2nd XI the previous week, today wasn’t going to be his day. At the opposite end of that spectrum was Tom, who had done everything except score for the 2s last week, but this week he bagged a fully deserved hat-trick to take his seasons tally up to a healthy 12.
Glyn did have a couple of pot shots from distance in the second half, as well as finding the target twice from relatively close range after some penalty area pinball, but in the latter cases they found John Allen continuing his great from the previous week and pulling off a couple of smart saves to deny them any chance in the game. Although by this time Challoners were already 3-0 up a goal back for the opposition could have revitalised them and caused a tense ending the game in difficult conditions.
Ultimately this could be described as a workmanlike performance by Challoners, but the gaining of the three points was the most important thing. It allows them to go into their next relegation six pointer on their best run of form for the season.
Man of the Match. Tom: with his three well taken goals.

