Senior Division 1
Sat 27th March

Old Challoners V Wood Green
Result: 3 - 3
Challoners arrived at the Theatre of Trees looking to extend their unbeaten run, and increase the gap between themselves and their opposition to a healthy four points. Before the game Challoners were 1 point ahead, but having played one game more than Wood Green. 
Unfortunately due to further rain at the latter end of the week, the pitches at Hervines looked more suited to rugby than the beautiful game and there was some worry that the referee may deem them unplayable. However some pre-match debate on which of the two was more suitable and some moving of water from one puddle to another one by Rogers seemed to keep the referee contented enough.

Despite talking about the importance of a quick start, being aware of the conditions but not letting them become and issue, Challoners did not heed any of this and started feebly.

They were at least 10 yards off the pace, and did not make more than two consecutive passes in the first half an hour, let alone two consecutive tackles.
Wood Green on the other hand, tried to play some football, using the wings away from the bog in the middle, and looked lively, both with their passing and there ability to take on and beat players with the ball at their feet. Challoners had several warnings that they had to up their game, but they continued to go through the motions.

Wood Green finally took a deserved lead some thirty minutes in, after some lacklustre closing down at the edge of the area by Matt Allen enabled the Wood Green centre midfielder to pick his unmarked colleague in the box to head home with out so much as a challenge from any Challoners player. It was all far too easy, and Challoners were looking at a heavy defeat if they didn’t change their attitude.

The goal did seem to spark some response, and while not nearly enough to rectify the damage Challoners did start to compete a little more, and start to string a few of their own moves together. A final ball here or there, just not quite reaching its intended target in the manner that was required for a clear opportunity to be constructed. Undoubtedly the pitch played a large role in this.

Challoners made it to half time only one goal to the bad, and were fortunate not to have been punished more heavily for a pretty dire performance in the first half an hour.
However at 1-0 they were aware that they certainly weren’t out of it, and an improvement in work ethic, combined with a change in halves so that the worst area of the pitch was now in the opposition’s defensive third of the field gave Challoners a new lease of life. In stark contrast to the opening minutes of the match, the opening of the second half had Challoners controlling much of the play. Croucher and Tom were holding the ball up top and the midfield were looking to link up and get the return ball on repeated occasions. Jack started to press forward giving the Wood Green winger a taste of his own medicine, and asking them to do more of the defending. 

Dave Cadogen was also seeing a lot more of the ball, and some neat interchanges with the forwards and midfield were starting to create openings. Again the pitch must be mentioned again, which now played into Challoners hands. Wood Green found as OCs had done in the first half that they could not effectively clear it from in and around their area and this added to the increasing pressure they were under. 
Having said that, it had no direct involvement in the equalising goal, as a quick move down the right hand side involving Jack and ultimately Croucher gave the latter a clear one on one with the keeper, for one second it looked as if the ball may get stuck in the mud under Croucher’s feet, but with no little composure he was able to direct past the Wood Green goalkeeper. (maybe a bit closer than we would have liked, but a goal is a goal!).

Challoners continued to threaten and looked the much more likely to score. Dias was taking the deep role in the middle and doing a very good job of protecting the Challoners centre back pairing of Rodgers and a returning Foz, who could have probably done with out the energy sapping conditions on his comeback! Despite looking in control OC’s conceded next, against the run of play. They did not let this get them down however and continued in the same vein as before. Another decent move left Tom with a half chance in the area, but instead of electing to try and turn the defender and shoot himself played Matt Allen in on the left hand side of the six yard box. All were happy to see the ball squeezed in under the goalkeeper to make it 2-2.

Soon after a poor goal kick from Wood Green, allowed Matt Allen to make a direct run at the full back, before slipping the ball inside for Croucher to grab his second and Challoner’s third with a neat finish to the right side of the goalkeeper.

Further attacks continued, and the defence went back to looking like a solid unit. Walshy and Weiszy dealt with their defensive duties with relative ease compared to the first half, as well as providing attacking options when the space allowed. Further chances came and went. Foz had a golden opportunity to nod home from a corner but a slight miscalculation of the angles saw the ball pass the far post by a matter of inches. Another move down the right, with a pass inside by Matt to Jack, who deftly beat his man and laid it back to Croucher, but a combination of mud, standing water, defenders and goalkeeper snuffed out the chance of a two goal cushion.
Another poor goal kick then led to Dave Cadogen laying a great ball into the path of Matt Allen, who chose to try and go round the advancing goalkeeper only to be disposed and see the chance go begging.

Challoners still looked very comfortable, and Wood Green had few chances of any note. The game was becoming a lot more stretched though, and after a Wood Green attack came to nothing a slightly better through ball by Matt Allen to Craig Dias would have given them a chance for another goal and that cushion with only a few minutes to play out. This along with the other missed opportunities ultimately proved costly, as with the seconds ticking down some poor defensive play allowed a ball through to the Wood Green winger who calmly slotted into the far corner giving Andy no chance.

A demoralising way to end the game for Challoners, but they were masters of their own downfall. Both by failing to make the game safe, after being let off the hook in the first half, and for taking their foot of the gas in the last few minutes and not doing their jobs properly. We hope that these two points lost will not come back to haunt the club come the end of the season.

Challoners still have Wood Green to play again before the fat lady sings, and their league destiny is still very much in their own hands. Next currently scheduled match is against Centymca, another huge game that can make all the difference since it comes against a fellow league struggler. So a win will not only boost Challoners position but also deny the direct challengers around them points.

The man of the match goes to Dave Croucher for his overall performance which included two well taken goals.
