Civil Service II’s vs. Old Challenors II’s – AFA Cup 2nd Round
 
After an impressive start to the season with a win over Old Paulines, the second team followed this up with a trip to Chiswick (and Wimbledon if you are Chris Thomas) to take on the civil service in the second round of the AFA cup. A poor day at the office was inevitable as the latest in a long list of goalkeeping internet dates for Lowesy failed to show up. This lead to captain unfantastic Adam Ewart to turn back the clock by about 20 years and don goalie gloves for the 1st time since he played for his cubs footie team (cos he wasn’t good enough to play anywhere else).
 
Challenors got off to a great start and looked by far the better team. They deservedly took the lead after 10 minutes when Charlie picked the ball up just outside the box and hit a wind assisted shot into the top left hand corner with the outside of his right foot. That made it 2 goals in 2 games for the former Busted star.
 
The lead didn’t last very long however as the referee made the first of his fantastic blunders. Clearly worried about a possible indictment of pie over eating and wishing to avoid investigation from the civil service he decided to give every decision the way of the opposition, and brandish the yellow card as soon as anyone raised an eyebrow. So when the ball was lumped into the box and handballed by not one but two of the opposition forwards the obvious thing was to award them a penalty. Two wrongs certainly make a right if you are an overweight cretin wearing black. The penalty was dispatched and the civil service were level.
 
There was a keeper change shortly after as Andy Moore, making his debut for the 2’s, pulled his calf.
I can’t remember anything else of interest in the first half apart from injuring myself. I’m going to have to start writing this shit down after the game.
 
Half Time: Civil Service 1 – 1 Old Challenors
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The ref relays the half time score back to the mothership before wandering off for a half time pie or five.
 
Challenors changed things around at half time opting to move into more of a 3 man midfield with Tom as target man up front to help combat the strange formation that the oppo were playing. It certainly felt like it was working and Challenors were playing better football but the 3 goals that the civil service scored early in the half may tend to counter argue that statement.
 
All of a sudden Challenors were faced with a huge battle to fight back from 4-1 down and in fairness to the team their heads didn’t drop at all. In fact the final 30 minutes or so of the game saw some of the best football of the day with the ball being passed around well and the team looking dangerous breaking down both wings. 
 
With 20mins to go Challenors pulled a goal back when some good play by Charlie and Chris Thomas allowed Tomtom to find some space on the edge of the box and finish well into the bottom corner. Game on.
 
Challenors pressed for that all important 3rd goal but it just would not happen for them. Solskjaer had a good chance after finding himself unmarked in the box but found that his knee cap wasn’t the best way to control the ball. There was also a penalty appeal turned down after Charlie was fouled in the box. But the referee, busy watching the game on the adjacent pitch, waved play on.
 
In the end the civil service broke and scored their 5th to put the game to bed. The match went flat at that point as heads dropped and Challenors trudged off the pitch, out of the AFA cup for the 127th year on the trot.
 
Full Time: Civil Service 5 – 2 Old Challenors
 
Challenors Line Up: Adam, Andy, Foz, Stu, Zacko, Dave, Chris, Lousy, Solskjaer, Charlie, Tom.
Goals: Charlie, Tom.
MoM: Charlie from Busted – watching the showboating section on soccer am on repeat seems to be reaping the rewards as Charlie impressed his team mates with some showboating of his own and a spectacular strike. Special praise goes to Andy in goal for doing a good job.
 
