Old Paulines vs Challenors – AFA cup 1st round - 20.9.08

 

The second team started their season off with a long trip down to Thames Ditton to take on Old Paulines in the first round of the AFA cup. A few regulars from last season were missing which gave some of the new faces in the club the opportunity to make their debuts. Dan Beasley came into right back after impressing for the 1’s in preseason, Steve Mooney started off on the right wing after doing the impossible and setting Adam Ewart up so precisely that he managed to score with his right foot twice in one game the week before. Making his debut up front was Charlie from Busted after the big ginger mincer had impressed the gaffer playing in company matches over the summer scoring 11 in 5 games.

 

Also present was a random goalkeeper who Lowesy chatted up in a gay online chat room.

 

It wasn’t great preparation to the match as bad traffic meant that most of the team didn’t turn up until 15mins before kick off, but it was Challenors who made the brighter start, passing the ball around well and creating a few problems down both wings. Dave Cadogen was his usual bullish self in midfield, and occasionally Lowesy managed to pick out a teammate with a pass.

 

There were few chances in the opening period but after 20 minutes Cadogen split the defence with a delightful through ball and Charlie ran through and lobbed the approaching goalkeeper.

 

The goal seemed to kick Paulines into life but they struggled to break down a well organised Challenors defence marshaled by Foz, and the ever vocal Stu.

 

It wasn’t long before Challenors had extended their lead however. The opposition goalkeeper went charging out of his goal to stop conceding a corner, and good chasing by Chris Thomas meant that the keeper sliced his clearance straight to Fitchy who did brilliantly finishing from 30 yards out.

 

Challenors created a few other opportunities later on in the half, notably when Mooney broke down the right and put a delightful ball into the box which Fitchy headed just over. There was also a great piece of skill from Charlie in the area but his little through ball to Cadogen was slightly over hit.

 

Half time: Old Pauline 0 – 2 Challenors II

 

They say in football that it is a game of 2 halves, and this cliché was never more appropriate than in this game. A lack of pre-season, combined with a more fired up Old Paulines meant that Challenors spent most of the 2nd half camped in their own half, struggling to break forward. The oppo scored half way through the half when the ball broke and they attacked in numbers down the right. A rather fortunate bounce later and the striker buried the shot with the keeper left no chance.

 

Old Paulines pushed for an equalizer and it started to look more and more likely. Ewart changed things round a bit bringing on Luis Restrepo on the right and moving himself onto left midfield which steadied the one way traffic a bit. In fact Challenors should have extended the lead and put the game to bed when Charlie broke free and squandered a one on one with the keeper. But eventually the referee blew his whistle and Challenors celebrated a winning start to the season, taking a lot of positives from the game.

 

Full time: Old Pauline 1 – 2 Challenors II

 

MOM: Foz – Being dramatically stripped of his captaincy seems to have worked wonders as he kicked anything that moved, including his own team mates.

 

Chris Thomas Injury Watch: 10 minutes to go Chris gets a ball, which was destined for the housing estate over the road, right in the gut from 3 yards away. A summer’s worth of beer wasn’t enough to protect him and Chris went down for the count.

